
S A N  FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA 94143 

December 19,  1954 

D r .  David IJ. Kingsbury 
S i r  W i l l i a m  Dunn School of 

U n i v e r s i t y  of Oxford 
South P a r k s  Road 
Oxford O X 1  3RE 
ENGLAND 

Pathology 

Dear David: 

Thanks f o r  your  n e w s L e t t e r e  A s  you prc ,ably know, w e  have updated  
t h e  summary of R e t r o v i r i d a e  f o r  I n t e r v i r o l o g y  (a  minor t a s k ) ,  and w e  are 
a n t i c i p a t i n g  some d i f f i c u l t y  w i t h  f i n d i n g  a s u i t a b l e  name f o r  t h e  A I D S  
v i r u s .  I am w a i t i n g  f o r  t h e  d u s t  t o  s e t t l e  from t h e  n u c l e o t i d e  sequencing  
(done o r  a lmost  done i n  f o u r  l a b s  a t  l e a s t )  b e f o r e  convening a subcommittee.  
But i t  i s  c l e a r  t h a t  t h e  A I D S  v i r u s  i s  no more r e l a t e d  t o  HTLV-I t h a n  t o  
any o t h e r  r e t r o v i r u s  on t h e  b a s i s  of sequence comparison. Would you l i k e  t o  
t e l l  Bob G a l l o  i t  s h o u l d n ' t  be c a l l e d  HTLV-ITI? 

B e s t  r e g a r d s ,  

Harold E ,  Varmus, M.D. 
American Cancer S o c i e t y  
P r o f e s s o r  of Molecular  Vi ro logy  
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